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WHAT a time of year it was—the freed
earth suddenly breaking into life from
every frozen seam! Manford wondered
if he had ever before had time to feel
the impetuous loveliness of the American spring.

In spite of his drive home in the small hours he
had started out early the next morning for a long
tramp. Sleep—how could a man sleep with that
April moonlight in his veins? The moon that was
everywhere—caught in pearly puffs on the shadbush
branches, scattered in ivory drifts of wild plum
bloom, tipping the grasses of the wayside with pale
pencillings, sheeting the recesses of the woodland
with pools of icy silver. A freezing burning magic,
into which a man plunged, and came out cold and
aglow, to find everything about him as unreal and
incredible as himself
. . .


After the blatant club restaurant, noise, jazz, revolving couples, Japanese lanterns, screaming laughter, tumultuous good-byes, this white silence, the long road unwinding and twisting itself up again, blind faces of shuttered farmhouses, black forests,
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