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Twilight Sleep




Nona smiled. "They're not unnoticeable. But
you forget that father's getting to be an old gentleman
. . . Fathers mustn't be choosers.

Lita made a slight grimace. "Oh, he could do
better than that. There's old Cosby, who looks
heaps older—didn't he want to marry you?
Nona, you darling, let's take the Ford and run over
to Greenwich for dinner. Would your mother so
very much mind? Does she want us here the whole
blessed time?"

"I'll go and ask her. But on a Friday night the
Country Club will be as dead as the moon. Only a
few old ladies playing bridge

. . .

"Well, then we'll have the floor to ourselves. I
want a good practice, and it's a ripping floor. We
can dance with the waiters. It'll be fun to shock the
old ladies. I noticed one of the waiters the other
day—must be an Italian—built rather like Tommy
Ardwin

. . . I'm sure he dances

. . ."

That was all life meant to Lita—would ever mean. Good floors to practise new dance-steps on, men—any men—to dance with and be flattered by, women—any women—to stare and envy one, dull people to startle, stupid people to shock—but never any one, Nona questioned, whom one wanted neither to startle nor shock, neither to be envied nor flattered by, but just to lose one's self in for good and all? Lita lose herself—? Why, all she wanted was to keep on finding herself, immeasurably magnified, in every pair of eyes she met!
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