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Twilight Sleep




lovely of you! What a beauty the engine is!"

Pauline stood smiling, watch in hand, as the hook-
and-ladder motor clattered up the drive and ranged
itself behind the engine. The big lantern over the
front door illuminated fresh scarlet paint and super-polished brasses, the firemen's agitated helmets and
perspiring faces, the flashing hoods of the lamps.

"Just five minutes to the second! Wonderful!"
She was shaking hands with each member of the
amateur brigade in turn. "I can't tell you how I
congratulate you—every one of you! Such an
achievement 
. . . you really manœuvre like professionals. No one would have believed it was the first
time! Dexter, will you tell them a hot supper has
been prepared downstairs!" To the guests she was
explaining in a triumphant undertone: "I wanted to
give them the chance to show off their new toy 

. . . Yes, I believe it's absolutely the most perfected
thing in fire-engines. Dexter and I thought it was
time the village was properly equipped. It's really
more on account of the farmers—such a sense of
safety for the neighbourhood

. . . Oh, Mr. Motts,
I think you're simply wonderful, all of you. Mr.
Manford and my daughter are going to show you
the way to supper

. . . Yes, yes, you must! Just
a sandwich and something hot."

She dominated them all, grave and glittering as a goddess of Velocity. "She enjoys it as much as other women do love-making," Manford muttered to himself.
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