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Twilight Sleep




"Oh," she burst in, "don't tell me I'm too sacred,
and all that. I'm fed up with the sanctities—that's
the trouble with me. Just own up you like 'em artificially fattened. Why, that woman's ankles are
half a yard round. Can't you see it? Or is that
really the way you admire 'em? I thought you
wanted to be with me
. . . I thought that was why
you were here

. . . Do you suppose I'd have come
all this way just to be taught to love fresh air and
family life? The hypocrisy—!"

Her little face was flashing on him furiously, red
lips parted on a glitter of bright teeth. "She must
have a sausage-machine, to cram her into that tube
she had on tonight. No human maid could do
it

. . . 'Utterly different'? I should hope so! I'd
like to see her get a job with Klawhammer—unless
he means to do a 'Barnum,' and wants a Fat Woman

. . . I 

. . ."

"Lita!"

"You're stupid 

. . . you're stupider than anything on God's earth!"

"Lita—" He put his hand over hers. Let the
whole world crash, after this

. . .


 

Pauline sat in her upstairs sitting-room, full of that sense of repose which comes of duties performed and rewards laid up. How could it be otherwise, at the close of a day so rich in moral satisfactions? She scanned it again, from the vantage of her midnight vigil in the sleeping house, and
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