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Twilight Sleep




spreads, lace cushions, stacks of picture papers, and
hot-house grapes and long-stemmed roses from
Cedarledge. Behind these again were the final, the
verbal defenses, made of such phrases as: "If I
thought I could do the least good"— "If I didn't
feel it might simply upset her"— "Some doctors
still consider it contagious"—with the inevitable
summing-up: "The fewer people she sees the
better
. . ."

Nona knew that this attitude was not caused by
lack of physical courage. Had Pauline been a pioneer's wife, and seen her family stricken down by
disease in the wilderness, she would have nursed
them fearlessly; but all her life she had been used
to buying off suffering with money, or denying its
existence with words, and her moral muscles had
become so atrophied that only some great shock
would restore their natural strength

. . .

"Great shock! People like mother never have
great shocks," Nona mused, looking at the dauntless
profile, the crisply waving hair, reflected in the
toilet-mirror. "Unless I were to give her one 

. . ."
she added with an inward smile.


Mrs. Manford restored her powder-puff to its crystal box. "Do you know, darling, I believe I'll go to town with you tomorrow. It was very brave of Maisie to make the effort of coming here the other day, but of course, I didn't like to burden her with too many details at such a time (when's the operation-tomorrow?), and there are things I
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