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Twilight Sleep




sanctuary of tiles and nickel-plating. It would do
Nona good to have an excuse for slipping away.

Pauline's list of things-to-be-done had risen like
a spring tide as soon as she decided to go to town
for the day. There was hair-waving, manicuring,
dressmaking—her dress for the Cardinal's reception. How was she ever to get through half the
engagements on her list? And of course she must
call at the hospital with a big basket of grapes and
flowers
. . .


 

On the steps of the hospital Nona paused and
looked about her. The operation was over—everything had "gone beautifully," as beautifully as it
almost always does on these occasions. Maisie had
been immensely grateful for her coming, and as
surprised as if an angel from the seventh heaven
had alighted to help her through. The two girls
had sat together, making jerky attempts at talk, till
the nurse came and said: "All right—she's back in
bed again"; and then Maisie, after a burst of relieving tears, had tiptoed off to sit in a corner of her
mother's darkened room and await the first sign of
returning consciousness. There was nothing more
for Nona to do, and she went out into the April
freshness with the sense of relief that the healthy
feel when they escape back to life after a glimpse of
death.

On the hospital steps she ran into Arthur Wyant.
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