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Twilight Sleep




so completely different 
. . . so emotional; yes, emotional; that's the word. The Russians, of course,
are emotional; it's their peculiar quality. Alvah
Loft—and you understand that I don't in the least
suggest any loss of faith in him; but Alvah Loft
has a mind which speaks to the mind; there is no
appeal to the feelings. Whereas in Gobine's teaching there is a mystic strain, a kind of Immediacy,
as Mrs. Swoffer calls it

. . . Immediacy

. . ."
Pauline lingered on the term. It captivated her,
as any word did when she first heard it used in a
new connection. "I don't know how one could define the sensation better. 'Soul-unveiling' is Gobine's expression

. . . But he insists on time, on
plenty of time

. . . He says we are all parching our
souls by too much hurry. Of course I always felt
that with Alvah Loft. I felt like one of those
cash-boxes they shoot along over your head in the
department stores. Number one, number two, and
so on—always somebody treading on your heels.
Whereas Gobine absolutely refuses to be hurried.
Sometimes he sees only one patient a day. When
I left him he told me he thought he would not see
any one else till the next morning. 'I don't want to
mingle your soul with any other.' Rather beautiful,
wasn't it? And he does give one a wonderful
dreamy sense of rest

. . ."


She closed her eyes and leaned back, evoking the gaunt bearded face and heavy-lidded eyes of the new prophet, and the moist adhesive palm
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