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Twilight Sleep




Pauline and Nona. Whenever they tried to get out
for a walk a deluge descended; then, as soon as they
had splashed back to the house with the dripping
dogs, the clouds broke and mocked them with a
blaze of sunshine. But by that time they were
either revising the list again, or had settled down
to Mah-jongg in the library.

"Really, I can't go up and change into my walking shoes again!" Pauline remonstrated to the
weather; and a few minutes later the streaming
window-panes had justified her.

"April showers," she remarked with a slightly
rigid smile. She looked deprecatingly at her daughter. "It was selfish of me to keep you here, dear.
You ought to have gone with your father and
Lita."

"But there were all those notes to do, mother.
And really I'm rather fed-up with Greystock."

Pauline executed a repetition of her smile. "Well,
I fancy we shall have them back for tea. No golf
this afternoon, I'm afraid," she said, glancing with
a certain furtive satisfaction at the increasing
downpour.

"No; but Lita may want to stay and dance."

Pauline made no comment, but once more addressed her disciplined attention to the game.


The fire, punctually replenished, continued to crackle and drowse. The warmth drew out the strong scent of the carnations and rose-geraniums, and made the room as languid as a summer garden.
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