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Freedom of Information Act 2000






2000 CHAPTER 36




An Act to make provision for the disclosure of information held by public authorities or by persons providing services for them and to amend the Data Protection Act 1998 and the Public Records Act 1958; and for connected purposes.[30th November 2000]




Be it enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:—




Part I
Access to information held by public authorities






Right to information




General right of access to information held by public authorities.
1.—(1) Any person making a request for information to a public authority is entitled—


	(a) to be informed in writing by the public authority whether it holds  information of the description specified in the request, and
	(b) if that is the case, to have that information communicated to him.


(2) Subsection (1) has effect subject to the following provisions of this section and to the provisions of sections 2, 9, 12 and 14.

(3) Where a public authority—


	(a) reasonably requires further information in order to identify and locate the information requested, and
	(b) has informed the applicant of that requirement,


the authority is not obliged to comply with subsection (1) unless it is supplied with that further information.
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