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vant as recognized in your state shall be respected.” At Port Royal, General T. W. Sherman declared that he would not interfere with
“Your social and local institution.” Dix in Virginia refused to admit fugitive slaves within his
lines and Halleck in Missouri excluded them.
Later, both Buell at Nashville and Hooker on the
upper Potomac allowed their camps to be searched
by masters for fugitive slaves.[1]

Against this attitude, however, there appeared, even in the first year of the War, some unanswerable considerations. For instance three slaves escaped into General Butler’s lines at Fortress Monroe just as they were about to be sent to North Carolina to work on Confederate fortifications. Butler immediately said “These men are contraband of war, set them at work.” Butler’s action was sustained.[2] But when Fremont, in August freed the slaves of Missouri under martial law, declaring it an act of war, Lincoln hastened to repudiate his action;[3] and the same thing happened the next year when Hunter at Hilton Head, S. C. declared “Slavery and martial law in a free country . . . incompatible.”[4] Neverthe-


	↑ George W. Williams, History of the Negro Race in America, New York, 1882, Vol. 1, Chapter 15.

	↑ Williams, Vol. 1, pp. 250-1.

	↑ Williams, Vol. 2, pp. 255-7.

	↑ Williams, Vol. I, pp. 257-9.
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