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In Mississippi the Constitution of 1868 was,
as compared with that before the war, more democratic. It not only forbade distinctions on account
of color but abolished all property qualifications
for jury service and property and educational
qualifications for suffrage; it required less rigorous
qualifications for office; it prohibited the lending
of the credit of the State for private corporations
—an abuse dating back as far as 1830. It increased the powers of the governor, raised the
low State salaries, and increased the number of
state officials. New ideas like the public school
system and the immigration bureau were introduced and in general the activity of the State
greatly and necessarily enlarged. Finally that was
the only constitution of the State ever submitted
to popular approval at the polls. This constitution remained in force twenty-two years.

In general the words of Judge Albion W. Tourgee, “a carpet-bagger,” are true when he says of the Negro governments: “They obeyed the Constitution of the United States and annulled the bonds of states, counties and cities which had been issued to carry on the war of rebellion and maintain armies in the field against the Union. They instituted a public school system in a realm where public schools had been unknown. They opened the ballot box and jury box to thousands of white
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