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“good blacksmiths and horseshoers for sale on reasonable terms.”[1]

Such men naturally showed inventive genius,
here and there.
There is a strong claim that the
real credit for the invention of the cotton gin
is due to a Negro on the plantation where Eli
Whitney worked.
Negroes early invented devices
for handling sails, corn harvesters, and an evaporating pan for refining sugar.
In the United States
patent office there is a record of 1500 inventions
made by Negroes and this is only a part of those
that should be credited to Negroes as the race of
the inventor is not usually recorded.

In 1846 Norbert Rillieux, a colored man of
Louisiana, invented and patented a Vacuum pan
which revolutionized the method of refining sugar.
He was a machinist and engineer of fine reputation, and devised a system of sewerage for New
Orleans which the city refused to accept because
of his color.

Sydney W. Winslow, president of the United Shoe Machinery Company, laid the foundation of his great organization by the purchase of an invention by a native of Dutch Guiana named Jan E. Matzeliger. Matzeliger was the son of a Negro woman and her husband, a Dutch engineer. He



	↑ Olmsted, A Journey in the Seaboard Slave States, Journey through Texas, and Journey in the Back Country.















[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:W._E._B._Du_Bois_-_The_Gift_of_Black_Folk.pdf/82&oldid=11513311"


		Category: 	Proofread




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 17 July 2021, at 22:24.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






