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                "That piece of song,

That old and antique song we heard last night."




The Duke has forgotten that Feste, and not Cesario,
was the singer. Fleay overlooks this touch of nature,
and attributes the passage to an older play or first
draught, which appears uncorrected in the present play.
But the Duke is mooning about in his sentimental fashion,
and vaguely recollects that Cesario was presented to
him as one that could sing "and speak to him in many
sorts of music." He had done so, no doubt, so that the
mistake was natural to the distraught mind of the Duke,
who seems to allude to it when he says immediately to
Cesario,—



          "If ever thou shalt love,

In the sweet pangs of it remember me;

For such as I am all true lovers are,

Unstaid and skittish in all motions else,

Save in the constant image of the creature

That is belov'd."




His obliviousness is indeed so profound that he blunders
in dismissing Feste when the song is over, saying
to him, "Give me now leave to leave thee." This, so far
from being an imperfect reading, is a perfect touch of his
abstruse mood. It amuses Feste, who says aside, "Now
the melancholy god protect thee," &c. Every line and
word of this beautiful scene is unalterably well placed.

We see that the Clown adds a good voice to his other
gifts; he does every thing "dexteriously," and is in high
demand for his companionable spirits. For Sir Andrew
and Sir Tobey his songs are blithe and free: all the ballads
and ditties that had vogue in Feste's time are at










[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Wit,_humor,_and_Shakspeare._Twelve_essays_(IA_cu31924013161223).pdf/198&oldid=11073816"


		Category: 	Not proofread




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 17 March 2021, at 08:39.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






