



	
	

	
	

	Page:Wit, humor, and Shakspeare. Twelve essays (IA cu31924013161223).pdf/349

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page needs to be proofread.

the symbolic meanings of flowers; and a light irony
invests some of them. It is plain that the rosemary, for
remembrance, is ideally bestowed upon Laertes, with
pansies too: "A document in madness; thoughts and
remembrance fitted." Rosemary was supposed to have
the quality of strengthening the memory. The volatile
Laertes will have need of it, and of as many thoughts as
he can muster. The fennel ought to be handed to Horatio,
and the columbines should be intended for the
king: the one is a symbol of flattery and is exchanged
among courtiers, but Horatio never learned the useful
trade; the others are expressive of ingratitude and
cuckoldom. Was Hamlet's father slain because of that?
The columbines were earned betimes! There's rue for
the queen; for she has great need of repentance. There's
rue for herself too. Both need it; but the queen with a
difference, as her moral condition differed from Ophelia's.
We may call it an herb that leads to grace. There's a
daisy. She recognizes it, but ought not to keep it for
herself. And there is no other maiden present. It
represents frivolous and light-thoughted girls. She
would give Laertes some violets, if they had not all
withered when his father died. These delicate allusions
make us think that before the distraction set in Ophelia
had inklings of the foul concerns around her. All the
more hopeless, then, became the overthrow of reason.

Hamlet is too finely endowed to sport with her inclining
maidenhood. She has no more calculation than a
flower. She lets her beauty bend towards him without
timidity; for she likes that he should sip the chalice
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