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Section
11


A VIEW OVER THE VALLEY i

we heard a rustling among the leaves, and hope
revived, but it was merely a troop of monkeys.
A little later a boar shuffled out; and again, on a
distant spur, disporting himself in the sunshine,
we saw a bear; but no stag.

Still, in spite of the exertion and in spite of the
disappointment, a day like this on the mountain-
side is felt as one of the days in which one lives.
The air was fresh and bracing. ‘There was some-
thing both soothing and inspiring in the quiet of
the mountains and the immense distances before
me. Far away to the south majestic clouds and
snowstorms were sweeping along the snowy range
of the Pir Panjal. Beneath was the placid river
wending its tortuous way through the peaceful
valley. On one hand would be seen angry storm-
clouds rolling threateningly across with numerous
sun-rays piercing through and lighting up the
serpentine course of the river. On the other,
emerging from the black masses, would appear the
sunlit snowy range, not hard, defined, and clear,
and rooted on earth, but to all appearances hung
from the heavens like an ethereal transparency.

Hour after hour I alternately feasted on the
changing scenes displayed across the valley, and
searched the mountain-side for a stag. When
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