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Cambodian System of Writing


The typical stress pattern in such disyllables is an unstressed presyllable followed by a stressed main syllable. Even polysyllabic loanwords from Pali and Sanskrit tend to be assimilated to this pattern of alternation between an unstressed and a stressed syllable.



B. THE SYSTEM OF WRITING




The Cambodian script (called /qaqsɑɑ kmae/ ‘Khmer letters’), as well as the Thai, Lao, Burmese, Old Mon, Old Cham, and Old Javanese scripts, are all derived from some form (or perhaps from various forms) of the ancient Brahmi script of South India. The earliest form of this script so far discovered in Southeast Asia is that of the Vo-canh Sanskrit inscription of the second or third century A.D., in the area of the old kingdom of Funan.[1] The exact geographical source in India of these scripts has not been determined, but epigraphers find great similarity between the earliest inscriptions in Southeast Asia and those of the early Pallawa kingdom of Kanchi on the Coromandel coast of India.[2] The earliest inscription in the Cambodian language is that found at Angkor Borei in Takéo Province of southern Cambodia, and is dated 611 A.D.[3] Since this inscription was found in what would have been the area of Funan, the first known Indianized kingdom in Southeast Asia (first century A.D. to c. 550 A.D.), and since no vernacular inscriptions dating from the time of Funan have been discovered in the area, Cambodian may have been the language of Funan. At any rate, the fact that Cambodian was the language of Chen-La (550–802 A.D.), Funan’s successor in the Mekong Valley, and of the great kingdom of Angkor (802–1431 A.D.) whose suzerainty at its height extended eastward to the sea, northward to Tong-king and northern Laos, westward to Burma, and southward to Malaya, is attested by an abundance of stone inscriptions covering the period from the seventh to the eighteenth centuries.[4] Furthermore, the fact that pockets of speakers of Mon-Khmer-related dialects are found all over mainland Southeast Asia seems to indicate that Mon-Khmer in fact represents a much older linguistic substratum which was later engulfed, partially assimilated, and pushed into the hills by succeeding migrations of Vietnamese, Tai, and Burmese.


Part One of this book is a description of the relationship, or the “fit,” between the sounds (i.e. the phonological structure) of modern Cambodian and the symbols (i.e. the written system) that are used to represent them. Writing systems differ widely in terms of the closeness of the fit between sound and Symbol; i.e. in the regularity with which a given symbol represents a given sound. By this yardstick the Cambodian writing system is a much better writing system than, for example, that used to represent English. A description of the English writing system would consist, after a nucleus of “regular” spellings, of an almost endless list of exceptions. An example of this confusing irregularity is the variety of sounds repre-
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[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Cambodian_system_of_writing_and_beginning_reader.pdf/9&oldid=14020008"


		Category: 	Proofread




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 5 April 2024, at 12:57.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






