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652
Capitalist Production.



However, about that time, or a little later, the traders had got
money beforehand, and began to build modern brick houses,
instead of those of wood and plaster.” Even in the early part
of the 18th century, a Manchester manufacturer, who placed
a pint of foreign wine before his guests, exposed himself to
the remarks and headshakings of all his neighbors. Before
the rise of machinery, a manufacturer’s evening expenditure at
the public-house where they all met, never exceeded sixpence
for a glass of punch, and a penny for a screw of tobacco. It
was not till 1758, and this marks an epoch, that a person
actually engaged in business was seen with an equipage of
his own. “The fourth period,” the last 30 years of the 18th
century, “is that in which expense and luxury have made
great progress, and was supported by a trade extended by
means of riders and factors through every part of Europe.’”[1]
What would the good Dr. Aikin say if he could rise from his
grave and see the Manchester of to-day?

Accumulate, accumulate! That is Moses and the prophets!
“Industry furnishes the material which saving accumulates.”[2]
Therefore, save, save, i.e., reconvert the greatest possible 
portion of surplus-value, or surplus-product into capital! 
Accumulation for accumulation’s sake, production for 
production’s sake: by this formula classical economy expressed the
historical mission of the bourgeoisie, and did not for a single
instant deceive itself over the birth-throes of wealth.[3] But
what avails lamentation in tha face of historical necessity?
If to classical economy, the proletarian is but a machine for
the production of surplus-value; on the other hand, the capitalist 
is in its eyes only a machine for the conversion of this
surplus-value into additional capital. Political economy takes
the historical function of the capitalist in bitter earnest. In
order to charm out of his bosom the awful conflict between



	↑ Dr. Aikin: Description of the country from 30 to 40 miles round Manchester. Lond., 1795, p. 182, sqq.

	↑ A. Smith: l. c., bk. iii, ch. iii.

	↑ Even J. B. Say says: “Les épargnes des riches se font aux dépens des pauvres.” “The Roman proletarian lived almost entirely at the expense of society.… It can almost be said that modern society lives at the expense of the proletarians, on what it keeps out of the remuneration of labour.” (Sismondi: Etudes, &c., t. i., p. 24.)
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