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that of his valorous countrynien who were struggling for their national independence, he rose from table, entered a neighbouring chapel, where he shed many tears, implored God's forgiveness for the great sin lie had been guilty of, and made a solemn vow that he would atone for it by using his utmost exertion to deliver his bleeding country from the iron yoke of Edward. Accordingly, he entered into a secret bond of association with the Bishop of St Andrews, as head of the Scottish Church, whereby the parties bound themselves mutually to assist each other against all persons whatsoever, and neither to undertake any business of importance without the other. He had also a conference with Comyn, at which he proposed that they should thenceforward entertain feelings of friendship towards each other. “Support," said Bruce," my title to the crown, and I will give you all my lands; or, bestow on me your lands, and I will support your
claim." Comyn accepted the former of these proposals, and an agreement being drawn up, it was sealed by both parties, and confirmed by their oaths of fidelity and secrecy, Comyn, however, revealed the sceret to Edward, who  resolved on revenge; and, having drank freely one evening, discovered his
intention to some of the nobles of his court. The Earl of Gloucester, a kinsman of Bruce, had notice of his friend's danger, and, anxious to save him, yet afraid in so serious a matter too rashly to compromise his own safety, sent him a purse of gold and a pair of spurs. Bruce, understanding the hint, had his horses shod with their shoes inverted, that the traces on the snow might baffle his pursuers, and instantly set out for Scotland, accompanied by his secretary and a single attendant. Arriving at Dumfries, he immediately assembled his friends and all the nobles, who encouraged his resolution, and promised their aid, Comyn excepted. Comyn endeavoured to dissuade them from so desperate an undertaking; and, after the assembly was dismissed, Bruce sought a private interview with him. From some inward misgiving, no doubt, on the part of Comyn, the meeting took place in the churchyard of Dumfries, before the high altar. Here Bruce passionately reproached Comyn for his treachery in having revealed the secret to Edward, and, after some altercation, Bruce drew his dagger and stabbed him to the heart. Immediately hastening from the spot, he called for his attendants, who, seeing him pale and agitated, inquired the cause. "I doubt,” said Bruce," that I have slain the Red Comyn." "Do you leave such a matter to doubt?" cried Kirkpatrick fiercely: "Ise mak' sieker," — that is, I will make
certain; and, accordingly, he and Lindsay rushed towards the wounded Comyn, and dispatched him with their daggers.
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