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How does he deduce a justification of Socialist
jingoism from this “theory"?

It is done in the following manner, a strange one for
a “theoretician”:—Social-Democrats of the Left wing
in Germany say that imperialism and the wars produced
by it are not an accident but a necessary product of
capitalism which has led to the domination of finance
capital. Therefore, transition to a revolutionary
struggle on the part of the masses is needed, for we
have come to the end of the comparatively peaceful
period. Social-Democrats of the "Right Wing"
declare, crudely, that since imperialism is necessary we
must be imperialists, too. Kautsky, who sides with the
“Centre,” tries to act as conciliator.



“The extreme Left,” Kautsky says in his pamphlet, “The National State, the Imperialist State, and a Union of States” (Nuremberg, 1915), “wants to oppose Socialism to inevitable imperialism—that is to say, not merely the propaganda of Socialism which we have opposed to capitalist domination in every form in the course of half a century, but an immediate realisation of Socialism. This appears to be a radical step, but capable of driving into the camp of imperialism all who do not believe in an immediate practical realisation of Socialism ” (p. 17. The italics are ours.)




When speaking of the immediate realisation of
Socialism, Kautsky resorts to exaggeration, for he
knows that in Germany, especially under military censorship,
one cannot speak of revolutionary action. He
knows well that those of the Left wing desire the party
to do propaganda work forthwith and to prepare for
revolutionary action, and not for “the immediate practical realisation of Socialism.”

Those of the Left wing deduce the necessity of revolutionary action from the inevitableness of imperialism.
“The theory of ultra-imperialism serves Kautsky
to whitewash the opportunists, to put the whole thing
in such a light as if the latter had not gone over to
the side of the bourgeoisie, but had merely “no faith”
in the immediate realisation of Socialism, or in the
expectation that “there may ensue” a new era of disarmament
and of a lasting peace. The "theory"
merely amounts to this, that by the expectation of a new
peaceful era of capitalism Kautsky justifies the
opportunists and the official S.D. parties which have
joined the bourgeoisie and have repudiated revolutionary
i.e., proletarian tactics during the present stormy period,
in spite of the solemn declarations contained in the










[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Lenin_-_The_Collapse_of_the_Second_International_-_tr._Sirnis_(1919).pdf/30&oldid=11895830"


		Category: 	Proofread




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 19 November 2021, at 02:25.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






