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III.
THE ATTACK BY STRATEGEM.




Son the master said:—

Now by the laws of war, better than defeating
a country by fire and the sword, is to take it without
strife.

Better to capture the enemy’s army,[1] intact, than
to overcome it after fierce resistance.

Better to capture the "Ryo," the "Sotsu," or the
"Go," untouched, than to engage them first.

To fight and conquer one hundred times is excellent; 
but better still, and the supreme art, is to
subdue the enemy without fighting.

Wherefore, the most skilful warrior outwits the
enemy by superior strategem; the next in merit isolates 
the enemy from other states; next to him is he
who engages the enemy’s forces; while to besiege
the enemy’s citadel is the worst expedient.

A siege should not be undertaken if it can possibly
be avoided. For, before a siege can be commenced,
three months are required for the construction of
stages, battering rams, and the preparation of siege


engines; then a further three months are required in




	↑ The Chinese army (軍) consisted of 12,500, the "Ryo" (旅) of 500, "Sotsu" (卒) of 50, and the "Go" (伍) of 5 men.















[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Sonshi_(Calthrop,_1905).pdf/29&oldid=12089540"


		Category: 	Proofread




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 22 January 2022, at 00:52.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






