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SPEECHES BY CARL SCHURZ.



It is true we cannot expect every Republican to be a
perfect angel.  Even when advocating the purest principles,
a man will not at once cast off all the frailties of
human nature; and so it may happen, and, I am sorry to
say, it has happened, that some Republicans, in the discharge
of official duties, fell victims to severe temptations.
But one thing we can do, we must do, and we
shall do.  We must not hesitate to denounce every member
of our own party who prostitutes his trust and power
by dishonest and corrupt transactions, as a contemptible
villain. [Loud applause.] And not only that, we must
consider and denounce and treat him as a traitor to his
party! [Thundering cheers.] What we can and must
do, is to make all dishonest and corrupt practices high
treason, and to take every such traitor and pitch him
overboard [applause]; to condemn him to political
death without regard to person or station, without the
benefit of clergy. [Long and continued cheers.] That
is the way to stem the flood of demoralization among the
people and among the politicians, and to root out that
most alarming, that most hideous popular notion—a
notion horrible in its consequence, which has been
started and fostered by the speculating demagogues—the
notion that a politician who is not knave enough to steal
must necessarily be a fool! [Loud cheers.] To a corrupt
Republican let no other alternative be presented but
to be buried in the grave of infamy and oblivion, or to go
over to the other side, where such knaves thrive and
prosper. [Tremendous applause.]

Republicans, if you claim the right to be severe on
your opponents, you must be no less severe against yourselves.
Let the Republican organization be a permanent
investigating committee, watching its own members, and
let it be understood that, if it is not a sufficient excuse
for a scoundrel to be a Democrat, a scoundrel is, in your
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