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SYMBOLISM, ITS MEANING AND EFFECT



imagination, can penetrate to the feelings
conveyed by both phrases. But the direct first-hand
intuition, derived from earliest childhood
memories, is for the one nation that of continental
width, and for the other nation that of the little
island world. Now the love of the sheer
geographical aspects of one’s country, of its hills, its
mountains, and its plains, of its trees, its flowers,
its birds, and its whole nature-life, is no small
element in that binding force which makes a
nation. It is the function of language, working
through literature and through the habitual
phrases of early life, to foster this diffused
feeling of the common possession of a treasure
infinitely precious.

I must not be misunderstood to mean that this
example has any unique importance. It is only
one example of what can be illustrated in a
hundred ways. Also language is not the only
symbolism effective for this purpose. But in an
especial manner, language binds a nation together by
the common emotions which it elicits, and is yet
the instrument whereby freedom of thought and
of individual criticism finds its expression.

My main thesis is that a social system is kept
together by the blind force of instinctive actions,
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