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and of instinctive emotions clustered around
habits and prejudices. It is therefore not true that
any advance in the scale of culture inevitably tends
to the preservation of society. On the whole, the
contrary is more often the case, and any survey
of nature confirms this conclusion. A new element
in life renders in many ways the operation of the
old instincts unsuitable. But unexpressed
instincts are unanalysed and blindly felt.
Disruptive forces, introduced by a higher level of
existence, are then warring in the dark against an
invisible enemy. There is no foothold for the
intervention of ‘rational consideration’—to use
Henry Osborn Taylor’s admirable phrase. The
symbolic expression of instinctive forces drags
them out into the open: it differentiates them and
delineates them. There is then opportunity for
reason to effect, with comparative speed, what
otherwise must be left to the slow operation of
the centuries amid ruin and reconstruction.
Mankind misses its opportunities, and its failures are
a fair target for ironic criticism. But the fact
that reason too often fails does not give fair
ground for the hysterical conclusion that it never
succeeds. Reason can be compared to the force
of gravitation, the weakest of all natural forces,
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