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SYMBOLISM, ITS MEANING AND EFFECT



but in the end the creator of suns and of stellar
systems:—those great societies of the Universe.
Symbolic expression first preserves society by
adding emotion to instinct, and secondly it affords a
foothold for reason by its delineation of the
particular instinct which it expresses. This doctrine
of the disruptive tendency due to novelties, even
those involving a rise to finer levels, is illustrated
by the effect of Christianity on the stability of the
Roman Empire. It is also illustrated by the three
revolutions which secured liberty and equality for
the world—namely the English revolutionary
period of the seventeenth century, the American
Revolution, and the French Revolution. England
barely escaped a disruption of its social system;
America was never in any such danger; France,
where the entrance of novelty was mast intense,
did for a time experience this collapse. Edmund
Burke, the Whig statesman of the eighteenth
century, was the philosopher who was the approving
prophet of the two earlier revolutions, and the
denunciatory prophet of the French Revolution.
A man of genius and a statesman, who has
immediately observed two revolutions, and has
meditated deeply on a third, deserves to be heard
when he speaks on the forces which bind and
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