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disrupt societies. Unfortunately statesmen are
swayed by the passions of the moment, and Burke
shared this defect to the full, so as to be carried
away by the reactionary passions aroused by the
French Revolution. Thus the wisdom of his
general conception of social forces is smothered by
the wild unbalanced conclusions which he drew
from them: his greatness is best shown by his
attitude towards the American Revolution. His
more general reflections are contained first, in his
youthful work A Vindication of Natural Society,
and secondly, in his Reflections on the French Revolution.
The earlier work was meant
ironically; but, as is often the case with genius, he
prophesied unknowingly. This essay is
practically written round the thesis that advances in the
art of civilization are apt to be destructive of the
social system. Burke conceived this conclusion
to be a reductio ad absurdum. But it is the truth.
The second work—a work which in its immediate
effect was perhaps the most harmful ever written—directs
attention to the importance of
‘prejudice’ as a binding social force. There again I
hold that he was right in his premises and wrong
in his conclusions.

Burke surveys the standing miracle of the ex-
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