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SYMBOLISM, ITS MEANING AND EFFECT



ence to any symbol such as the word of command
for soldiers, except in a few instances such as the
response to the signals of the traffic police. Thus
the state depends in a very particular way upon
the prevalence of symbols which combine
direction to some well-known course of action with
some deeper reference to the purpose of the state.
The self-organisation of society depends on
commonly diffused symbols evoking commonly
diffused ideas, and at the same time indicating
commonly understood actions. Usual forms of verbal
expression are the most important example of
such symbolism. Also the heroic aspect of the
history of the country is the symbol for its
immediate worth.

When a revolution has sufficiently destroyed
this common symbolism leading to common
actions for usual purposes, society can only save
itself from dissolution by means of a reign of
terror. Those revolutions which escape a reign
of terror have left intact the fundamental efficient
symbolism of society. For example, the English
revolutions of the seventeenth century and the
American revolution of the eighteenth century
left the ordinary life of their respective
communities nearly unchanged. When George Washing-
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