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ton had replaced George III, and Congress had
replaced the English Parliament, Americans were
still carrying on a well-understood system so far
as the general structure of their social life was
concerned. Life in Virginia must have assumed
no very different aspect from that which it had
exhibited before the revolution. In Burke’s
phraseology, the prejudices on which Virginian
society depended were unbroken. The ordinary
signs still beckoned people to their ordinary
actions, and suggested the ordinary common-sense
justification.

One difficulty of explaining my meaning is that
the intimate effective symbolism consists of the
various types of expression which permeate
society and evoke a sense of common purpose. No
one detail is of much importance. The whole
range of symbolic expression is required. A
national hero, such as George Washington or
Jefferson, is a symbol of the common purpose which
animates American life. This symbolic function
of great men is one of the difficulties in obtaining
a balanced historical judgment. There is the
hysteria of depreciation, and there is the
opposite hysteria which dehumanises in order to exalt.
It is very difficult to exhibit the greatness without
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