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SYMBOLISM, ITS MEANING AND EFFECT



sense-presentation of the contemporary world.
This sense-presentation symbolically promotes an
analysis of the massive perception of causal
efficacy. The causal efficacy is thereby perceived as
analysed into components with the locations in
space primarily belonging to the sense-presentations.
In the case of perceived organisms external
to the human body, the spatial discrimination
involved in the human perception of their pure
causal efficacy is so feeble, that practically there
is no check on this symbolic transference, apart
from the indirect check of pragmatic consequences,—in
other words, either survival-value, or
self-satisfaction, logical and æsthetic.

Symbolically conditioned action is action which
is thus conditioned by the analysis of the
perceptive mode of causal efficacy effected by symbolic
transference from the perceptive mode of
presentational immediacy. This analysis may be right
or wrong, according as it does, or does not,
conform to the actual distribution of the efficacious
bodies, In so far as it is sufficiently correct under
normal circumstances, it enables an organism to
conform its actions to long-ranged analysis of the
particular circumstances of its environment. So
far as this type of action prevails, pure instinct is
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