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superseded. This type of action is greatly
promoted by thought, which uses the symbols as
referent to their meanings. There is no sense in
which pure instinct can be wrong. But
symbolically conditioned action can be wrong, in the sense
that it may arise from a false symbolic analysis
of causal efficacy.

Reflex action is that organic functioning which
is wholly dependent on sense-presentation,
unaccompanied by any analysis of causal efficacy via
symbolic reference. The conscious analysis of
perception is primarily concerned with the
analysis of the symbolic relationship between the two
perceptive modes. Thus reflex action is hindered
by thought, which inevitably promotes the
prominence of symbolic reference.

Reflex action arises when by the operation of
symbolism the organism has acquired the habit of
action in response to immediate sense-perception,
and has discarded the symbolic enhancement of
causal efficacy. It thus represents the relapse
from the high-grade activity of symbolic
reference. This relapse is practically inevitable in the
absence of conscious attention. Reflex action
cannot in any sense be said to be wrong, though it
may be unfortunate.
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