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thus obtain the more flexible communities of
low-grade minds, or even living cells, which possess
some power of adaptation to the chance details
of remote environment.

Finally mankind also uses a more artificial
symbolism, obtained chiefly by concentrating on a
certain selection of sense-perceptions, such as
words for example. In this case, there is a chain
of derivations of symbol from symbol whereby
finally the local relations, between the final
symbol and the ultimate meaning, are entirely lost.
Thus these derivative symbols, obtained as it were
by arbitrary association, are really the results of
reflex action suppressing the intermediate portions
of the chain. We may use the word ‘association’
when there is this suppression of intermediate
links.

This derivative symbolism, employed by
mankind, is not in general mere indication of meaning,
in which every common feature shared by symbol
and meaning has been lost. In every effective
symbolism there are certain æsthetic features
shared in common. The meaning acquires
emotion and feeling directly excited by the symbol.
This is the whole basis of the art of literature,
namely that emotions and feelings directly ex-
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