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necessarily determined by the primitive phases of
experience from which the final product arises.
An act of experience is what a complex organism
comes to, in its character of being one thing. Also
its various parts, its molecules, and its living cells,
as they pass on to new occasions of their existence,
take a new colour from the fact that in their
immediate past they have been contributory elements
to this dominant unity of experience, which in its
turn reacts upon them.

Thus, mankind by means of its elaborate
system of symbolic transference can achieve miracles
of sensitiveness to a distant environment, and to
a problematic future. But it pays the penalty, by
reason of the dangerous fact that each symbolic
transference may involve an arbitrary imputation
of unsuitable characters. It is not true, that the
mere workings of nature in any particular
organism are in all respects favorable either to the
existence of that organism, or to its happiness, or
to the progress of the society in which the
organism finds itself. The melancholy experience
of men makes this warning a platitude. No
elaborate community of elaborate organisms could
exist unless its systems of symbolism were in
general successful. Codes, rules of behaviour, canons
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