



	
	

	
	

	Page:The Green Bag (1889–1914), Volume 06.pdf/215

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page needs to be proofread.
190
The Green Bag.



further order ought to be taken on the subject, and none was.
In 1826 the salary was made $1050; in
1827 an extra sum of $125 was allowed
each judge for furnishing opinions in the
cases heard by them; in 1839, the salary
was made $1375; in 1854, $1500; in
1858, $1800; in 1864, $2100; in 1866,
$2500; in 1886, $3000, and in addition a
sum not exceeding $300 was allowed each
judge for necessary expenses when away
from home on judicial business.
It must be conceded that the compensa
tion of the judges, until the act of 1886,
was ridiculously low. It is now fairly re
spectable, but can hardly be considered
extravagant; the greater part of their ser
vices are performed when away from home,
and until the latter modes of rapid locomo
tion, they were required to be absent from
home weeks and sometimes months in the
discharge of their duties in distant parts of
the State. More than one third of the
whole number, and the ablest of them all,
have declined the position or resigned, in
consequence of the inadequacy of their
compensation, while many able men have
refused the position for that reason, among
them, Robert Temple of Rutland, Hcman
Allen of Milton, and Timothy Follett of
Burlington, who were elected and declined.
Mr. Edmunds was offered the appointment
upon the resignation of Asa O. Aldis in
1 865, but declined it. He was probably then
in receipt, from a single client, of a larger
sum annually than the salary of a judge.
This is the reason why so many judges
have been elected at an age when really
unfit to discharge the duties of the office;
elected after their active business life was
over, and when more than sixty years of age.
The palmy days of the court were in
1833-35 > during this period too high an eulogium can hardly be pronounced upon
it. Williams, Phelps, Royce, Collamer, and
Mattocks composed the Bench. Three of
them subsequently became governors and

two United States senators. If the court,
at that time, had been transferred as a body
to the judgment seat of any tribunal, wher
ever the common law and equity was admin
istered, it would have been found fully and re
markably adequate to discharge all its duties.
Its opinions, only a part of which are re
ported, are its sufficient monument, but they
fail to show, after all, the sound, prorrrpt,
wholesome, and effective justice that was
always administered wherever they sat.
They were all men of striking personal
appearance, and their proceedings were at
tended with great dignity and decorum;
they were all lawyers in the front rank, and
intellectually of a high order.
As nisi prius judges, Williams, Phelps,
Royce, and Collamer were unexcelled.
Mattocks as an advocate and lawyer was
without a peer, while Collamer was one of
the wisest, and Phelps the most gifted man,
ever in the State.
Vermont is a small State, and was not
then connected, as now, with its neighbors
in business relations. The work of its courts
rarely concerned people or interests beyond
the State; there were few newspapers and
legal periodicals, and no reporting of deci
sions, except to a partial, extent in the regular State reports. But little was therefore
known about the court in other jurisdictions. Its judges at the time named were
great beyond their celebrity.
The judges continued substantially the
same for a few years, Redfield taking the
place of Mattocks in 1835, ar,d Bennett
that of Phelps in 1838. The nearest ap
proach to the court of 1833-5, m point of
ability, was that of 1857, upon its reorgani
zation, when Judges Isaac F. Redfield, Ben
nett, Poland, Aldis, Pierpoint, and Barrett
were the members. Besides those named as
serving the two years 1833—35, the best " all
round judges" were probably Poland, Steele,
and Wheeler. The two greatest jurists have
been Prentiss and Peck, the former however
more varied and learned in his acquirements.










[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:The_Green_Bag_(1889–1914),_Volume_06.pdf/215&oldid=9954293"


		Category: 	Not proofread




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 21 February 2020, at 16:01.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






