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HOMER's ODYSSEY.
Book XVIII.



She ceased; then brave Ulysses toil-inured

Rejoiced that, soothing them, she sought to draw 340

From each some gift, although on other views,

And more important far, himself intent.

Then thus Antinoüs, Eupithes' son.

Icarius' daughter wise! only accept

Such gifts as we shall bring, for gifts demand 345

That grace, nor can be decently refused;

But to our rural labours, or elsewhere

Depart not we, till first thy choice be made

Of the Achaian, chief in thy esteem.

Antinoüs spake, whose answer all approved. 350

Then each dispatch'd his herald who should bring

His master's gift. Antinoüs' herald, first

A mantle of surpassing beauty brought,

Wide, various, with no fewer clasps adorn'd

Than twelve, all golden, and to ev'ry clasp 355

Was fitted opposite its eye exact.

Next, to Eurymachus his herald bore

A necklace of wrought gold, with amber rich

Bestudded, ev'ry bead bright as a sun.

Two servants for Eurydamas produced 360

Ear-pendants fashion'd with laborious art,

Broad, triple-gemm'd, of brilliant light profuse.

The herald of Polyctor's son, the prince

Pisander, brought a collar to his Lord,

A sumptuous ornament. Each Greecian gave, 365

And each a gift dissimilar from all.




Then,
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