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THE REIGN OF GREED



of all, since it does not depend upon themselves but upon
the consent of the governed, while the latter are willing
to recognize it. The basis of justice or reason would seem
to be the most durable.”

The lawyer raised his head. How was this—did that
youth dare to reply and argue with him, him, Señor Pasta?
Was he not yet bewildered with his big words?

“Young man, you must put those considerations aside,
for they are dangerous,” he declared with a wave of his
hand. “What I advise is that you let the government attend
to its own business.”

“Governments are established for the welfare of the
peoples, and in order to accomplish this purpose properly
they have to follow the suggestions of the citizens, who
are the ones best qualified to understand their own needs.”

“Those who constitute the government are also citizens,
and among the most enlightened.”

“But, being men, they are fallible, and ought not to disregard
the opinions of others.”

“They must be trusted, they have to attend to everything.”

“There is a Spanish proverb which says, ‘No tears, no
milk,’ in other words, ‘To him who does not ask, nothing
is given.’”

“Quite the reverse,” replied the lawyer with a sarcastic
smile; “with the government exactly the reverse occurs—”

But he suddenly checked himself, as if he had said too
much and wished to correct his imprudence. “The government
has given us things that we have not asked for, and
that we could not ask for, because to ask—to ask, presupposes
that it is in some way incompetent and consequently is
not performing its functions. To suggest to it a course of
action, to try to guide it, when not really antagonizing it,
is to presuppose that it is capable of erring, and as I have
already said to you such suppositions are menaces to the
existence of colonial governments. The common crowd
overlooks this and the young men who set to work thought-
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