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are you bothering yourself about? What interest have you
in seeing it specially taught? Surely Padre Florentino
thinks as I do! Give him my regards.”

“My uncle,” replied Isagani, “has always admonished
me to think of others as much as of myself. I did n’t
come for myself, I came in the name of those who are in
worse condition.”

“What the devil! Let them do as you have done, let
them singe their eyebrows studying and come to be bald
like myself, stuffing whole paragraphs into their memories!
I believe that if you talk Spanish it is because you
have studied it—you ’re not of Manila or of Spanish
parents! Then let them learn it as you have, and do as
I have done: I’ve been a servant to all the friars, I’ve
prepared their chocolate, and while with my right hand I
stirred it, with the left I held a grammar, I learned, and,
thank God! have never needed other teachers or academies
or permits from the government. Believe me, he who
wishes to learn, learns and becomes wise!”

“But how many among those who wish to learn come
to be what you are? One in ten thousand, and more!”

“Pish! Why any more?” retorted the old man, shrugging
his shoulders. “There are too many lawyers now,
many of them become mere clerks. Doctors? They insult
and abuse one another, and even kill each other in competition
for a patient. Laborers, sir, laborers, are what we
need, for agriculture!”

Isagani realized that he was losing time, but still could
not forbear replying: “Undoubtedly, there are many doctors
and lawyers, but I won’t say there are too many,
since we have towns that lack them entirely, and if they
do abound in quantity, perhaps they are deficient in quality.
Since the young men can’t be prevented from studying, and
no other professions are open to us, why let them waste
their time and effort? And if the instruction, deficient
as it is, does not keep many from becoming lawyers and
doctors, if we must finally have them, why not have good
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