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CHAPTER XXIX

EXIT CAPITAN TIAGO

Talis vita, finis ita




CAPITAN TIAGO had a good end—that is, a quite
exceptional funeral. True it is that the curate of the
parish had ventured the observation to Padre Irene that
Capitan Tiago had died without confession, but the good
priest, smiling sardonically, had rubbed the tip of his nose
and answered:

"Why say that to me? If we had to deny the obsequies
to all who die without confession, we should forget the
De profundis! These restrictions, as you well know, are
enforced when the impenitent is also insolvent. But
Capitan Tiago—out on you! You've buried infidel
Chinamen, and with a requiem mass!"

Capitan Tiago had named Padre Irene as his executor
and willed his property in part to St. Clara, part to the
Pope, to the Archbishop, the religious corporations, leaving
twenty pesos for the matriculation of poor students. This
last clause had been dictated at the suggestion of Padre
Irene, in his capacity as protector of studious youths.
Capitan Tiago had annulled a legacy of twenty-five pesos
that he had left to Basilio, in view of the ungrateful conduct
of the boy during the last few days, but Padre Irene
had restored it and announced that he would take it upon
his own purse and conscience.

In the dead man's house, where were assembled on the
following day many old friends and acquaintances, considerable
comment was indulged in over a miracle. It was
reported that, at the very moment when he was dying, the
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