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THE REIGN OF GREED



such capers beside those two Spaniards"—Gaspar and
Bathazar— "would have gone to jail."

Then, observing that the negro wore a crown and was a
king, like the other two, the Spaniards, his thoughts naturally
turned to the king of the Indians, and he sighed. "Do
you know, sir," he asked Basilio respectfully, "if his right
foot is loose yet?"

Basilio had him repeat the question. "Whose right
foot?"

"The King's!" whispered the cochero mysteriously.

"What King's?"

"Our King's, the King of the Indians."

Basilio smiled and shrugged his shoulders, while the
cochero again sighed. The Indians in the country places
preserve the legend that their king, imprisoned and chained
in the cave of San Mateo, will come some day to free them.
Every hundredth year he breaks one of his chains, so that
he now has his hands and his left foot loose—only the
right foot remains bound. This king causes the earthquakes
when he struggles or stirs himself, and he is so
strong that in shaking hands with him it is necessary to
extend to him a bone, which he crushes in his grasp. For
some unexplainable reason the Indians call him King
Bernardo, perhaps by confusing him with Bernardo del
Carpio.[1]

"When he gets his right foot loose," muttered the
cochero, stifling another sigh, "I'll give him my horses,
and offer him my services even to death, for he'll free
us from the Civil Guard." With a melancholy gaze he
watched the Three Kings move on.






	↑ This legend is still current among the Tagalogs. It circulates in various forms, the commonest being that the king was so confined for defying the lightning; and it takes no great stretch of the imagination to fancy in this idea a reference to the firearms used by the Spanish conquerors. Quite recently (January 1909), when the nearly extinct volcano of Banahao shook itself and scattered a few tons of mud over the surrounding landscape, the people thereabout recalled this old legend, saying that it was their King Bernardo making another effort to get that right foot loose.—Tr.
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