



	
	

	
	

	Page:The reign of greed (1912).pdf/65

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page has been proofread, but needs to be validated.


A COCHERO'S CHRISTMAS EVE
45


the houses, which the youth ascribed to the fact that for
some time things had been going badly, the sugar did not
bring a good price, the rice crops had failed, over half the
live stock had died, but the taxes rose and increased for
some inexplicable reason, while the abuses of the Civil
Guard became more frequent to kill off the happiness of
the people in the towns.

He was just pondering over this when an energetic
"Halt!" resounded. They were passing in front of the barracks
and one of the guards had noticed the extinguished
lamp of the carromata, which could not go on without it. A
hail of insults fell about the poor cochero, who vainly excused
himself with the length of the procession. He would be
arrested for violating the ordinances and afterwards advertised
in the newspapers, so the peaceful and prudent Basilio
left the carromata and went his way on foot, carrying his
valise. This was San Diego, his native town, where he had
not a single relative.

The only house wherein there seemed to be any mirth
was Capitan Basilio's. Hens and chickens cackled their
death chant to the accompaniment of dry and repeated
strokes, as of meat pounded on a chopping-block, and the
sizzling of grease in the frying-pans. A feast was going
on in the house, and even into the street there passed a certain
draught of air, saturated with the succulent odors of
stews and confections. In the entresol Basilio saw Sinang,
as small as when our readers knew her before,[1] although a
little rounder and plumper since her marriage. Then to
his great surprise he made out, further in at the back of
the room, chatting with Capitan Basilio, the curate, and the
alferez of the Civil Guard, no less than the jeweler Simoun,
as ever with his blue goggles and his nonchalant air.

"It's understood, Senor Simoun," Capitan Basilio was
saying, "that we 'll go to Tiani to see your jewels."

"I would also go," remarked the alferez, "because I



	↑ The reference is to Noli Me Tangere, in which Sinang appears.—Tr.
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