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CHAPTER X

WEALTH AND WANT




ON the following day, to the great surprise of the village,
the jeweler Simoun, followed by two servants, each
carrying a canvas-covered chest, requested the hospitality
of Cabesang Tales, who even in the midst of his wretchedness
did not forget the good Filipino customs—rather,
he was troubled to think that he had no way of properly
entertaining the stranger. But Simoun brought everything
with him, servants and provisions, and merely wished
to spend the day and night in the house because it was the
largest in the village and was situated between San Diego
and Tiani, towns where he hoped to find many customers.

Simoun secured information about the condition of the
roads and asked Cabesang Tales if his revolver was a sufficient
protection against the tulisanes.

"They have rifles that shoot a long way," was the rather
absent-minded reply.

"This revolver does no less," remarked Simoun, firing
at an areca-palm some two hundred paces away.

Cabesang Tales noticed that some nuts fell, but remained
silent and thoughtful.

Gradually the families, drawn by the fame of the jeweler's
wares, began to collect. They wished one another
merry Christmas, they talked of masses, saints, poor crops,
but still were there to spend their savings for jewels and
trinkets brought from Europe. It was known that the
jeweler was the friend of the Captain-General, so it wasn't
lost labor to get on good terms with him, and thus be prepared
for contingencies.

Capitan Basilio came with his wife, daughter, and son-
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