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Twilight Sleep




9.30 Manicure. 9.45 Eurythmic exercises. 10.
Hair waved. 10.15 Sit for bust. 10.30 Receive
Mothers' Day deputation. 11. Dancing lesson.
11.30 Birth Control committee at Mrs.———"

"The manicure is there now, late as usual. That's
what martyrizes your mother; everybody's being so
unpunctual. This New York life is killing her."

"I'm not unpunctual," said Nona Manford, leaning in the doorway.

"No; and a miracle, too! The way you girls
keep up your dancing all night. You and Lita—what times you two do have !" Miss Bruss was becoming almost maternal. "But just run your eye down that list—. You see your mother didn't expect to see you before lunch; now did she?"

Nona shook her head. "No; but you might perhaps squeeze me in."

It was said in a friendly, a reasonable tone; on
both sides the matter was being examined with an
evident desire for impartiality and good-will. Nona
was used to her mother's engagements; used to being
squeezed in between faith-healers, art-dealers, social
service workers and manicures. When Mrs. Manford did see her children she was perfect to them;
but in this killing New York life, with its ever-multiplying duties and responsibilities, if her family
had been allowed to tumble in at all hours and devour her time, her nervous system simply couldn't
have stood it and how many duties would have
been left undone!
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