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IT was exasperating, the way the Vollard
girl lurked and ogled
. . . Undoubtedly
she was their best typist: mechanically
perfect, with a smattering of French and
Italian useful in linguistic emergencies. There
could be no question of replacing her. But, apart
from her job, what a poor Poll! And always—there was no denying it, the office smiled over it—always finding excuses to intrude on Manford's
privacy: a hurry trunk-call, a signature forgotten, a
final question to ask, a message from one of the
other members of the firm 

. . . she seized her pretexts cleverly

. . . And when she left him nowadays, he always got up, squared his shoulders,
studied himself critically in the mirror over the
mantelpiece, and hated her the more for having
caused him to do anything so silly.

This afternoon her excuse had been flimsier than
usual: a new point to be noted against her. "One
of the gentlemen left it on his desk. There's a
picture in it that'll amuse you. Oh, you don't mind
my bringing it in?" she gasped.


Manford was just leaving; overcoat on, hat and stick in hand. He muttered: "Oh, thanks," and
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