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Twilight Sleep




steam in office hours. He would sit quietly where
he was, taking care to reach his house only just in time to dress and join her in the motor. They were
dining out, he couldn't remember where.

For a moment his wife's figure stood out before
him in brilliant stony relief, like a photograph seen
through a stereopticon; then it vanished in the mist
of his well-being, the indolence engendered by waiting there alone and undisturbed for Lita. Queer
creature, Lita! His lips twitched into a reminiscent
smile. One day she had come up noiselessly behind
him and surprised him by a light kiss on his hair.
He had thought it was Nona
. . . Since then he
had sometimes feigned to doze while he waited; but
she had never kissed him again

. . .

What sort of a life did she really lead, he wondered? And what did she make of Jim, now the
novelty was over? He could think of no two people
who seemed less made for each other.
But you
never could tell with a woman. Jim was young and
adoring; and there was that red-headed boy

. . .


Luckily Lita liked Nona, and the two were a good deal together. Nona was as safe as a bank—and as jolly as a cricket. Everything was sure to be right when she was there. But there were all the other hours, intervals that Manford had no way of accounting for; and Pauline always said the girl had had a queer bringing-up, as indeed any girl must have had at the hands of Mrs. Percy Landish. Pauline had objected to the marriage on that ground,
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