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aware that there was anything contradictory in these
doctrines. All they knew was that they were determined to force certain persons to do things that
those persons preferred not to do. Nona, glancing
down the serried list, recalled a saying of her
mother's former husband, Arthur Wyant: "Your
mother and her friends would like to teach the whole
world how to say its prayers and brush its teeth."

The girl had laughed, as she could never help
laughing at Wyant's sallies; but in reality she admired her mother's zeal, though she sometimes wondered if it were not a little too promiscuous. Nona was the daughter of Mrs. Manford's second marriage, and her own father, Dexter Manford, who
had had to make his way in the world, had taught
her to revere activity as a virtue in itself; his tone
in speaking of Pauline's zeal was very different from
Wyant's. He had been brought up to think there
was a virtue in work per se, even if it served no more
useful purpose than the revolving of a squirrel in
a wheel. "Perhaps your mother tries to cover too
much ground; but it's very fine of her, you know—
she never spares herself."


"Nor us!" Nona sometimes felt tempted to add; but Manford's admiration was contagious. Yes; Nona did admire her mother's altruistic energy; but she knew well enough that neither she nor her brother's wife Lita would ever follow such an example—she no more than Lita. They belonged to another generation: to the bewildered disen-
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