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Twilight Sleep




this queer sense of inoccupation, never had to face
an absolutely featureless expanse of time. It made
her feel as if the world had rushed by and forgotten
her. An hour—why, there was no way of measuring
the length of an empty hour! It stretched away
into infinity like the endless road in a nightmare;
it gaped before her like the slippery sides of an
abyss. Nervously she began to wonder what she
could do to fill it if there were not some new
picture show or dressmakers' opening or hygienic
exhibition that she might cram into it before the
minute hand switched round to her next engagement.
She took up her list to see what that engagement
was.

"11.45 Mrs. Swoffer."

Oh, to be sure 
. . . Mrs. Swoffer. Maisie had
reminded her that morning. The relief was instantaneous. Only, who was Mrs. Swoffer? Was she
the President of the Militant Pacifists' League, or
the Heroes' Day delegate, or the exponent of the
New Religion of Hope, or the woman who had discovered a wonderful trick for taking the wrinkles
out of the corners of your eyes? Maisie was out
on an urgent commission, and could not be consulted; but whatever Mrs. Swoffer's errand was,
her arrival would be welcome—especially if she
came before her hour. And she did.


She was a small plump woman of indefinite age, with faded blond hair and rambling features held
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