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Twilight Sleep




Pauline had grown a little listless while the children were to the fore. She would help, of course;
lend her name; subscribe. But that string had been
so often twanged that it gave out rather a deadened
note: whereas the name of a new Messiah immediately roused her. "Beyond God" was a tremendous title; she would get Maisie to telephone for
the books at once. But what exactly did Alvah Loft teach?

Mrs. Swoffer's eye-glasses flashed with inspiration. "He doesn't teach: he absolutely refuses to be
regarded as a teacher. He says there are too many
already. He's an Inspirational Healer. What he
does is to act on you—on your spirit. He simply
relieves you of your frustrations."

Frustrations! Pauline was fascinated by the
word. Not that it was new to her. Her vocabulary was fairly large, far more so, indeed, than that
of her daughter's friends, whose range was strictly
limited to sport and dancing; but whenever she
heard a familiar word used as if it had some unsuspected and occult significance it fascinated her
like a phial containing a new remedy.


Mrs. Swoffer's glasses were following Pauline's thoughts as they formed. "Will you let me speak to you as I would to an old friend? The moment. I took your hand I knew you were suffering from frustrations. To any disciple of Alvah Loft's the symptoms are unmistakeable. Sometimes I almost
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