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kind; he sides entirely with Amalasuntha. But Venturino's people are very powerful too—a great Neapolitan family—yes, Cardinal Ravello is Venturino's
uncle 
. . . so that altogether it's been dreadful for
Amalasuntha 

. . . and such an oasis to her, coming
back to her own people 

. . ."

Pauline Manford was quite sincere in believing
that it was dreadful for Amalasuntha. Pauline herself could conceive of nothing more shocking than a
social organization which did not recognize divorce,
and let all kinds of domestic evils fester undisturbed,
instead of having people's lives disinfected and
whitewashed at regular intervals, like the cellar.
But while Mrs. Manford thought all this—in fact,
in the very act of thinking it—she remembered that
Cardinal Ravello, Venturino's uncle, had been mentioned as one of the probable delegates to the
Roman Catholic Congress which was to meet at
Baltimore that winter, and wondered whether an
evening party for his Eminence could not be organized with Amalasuntha's help; even got as far as
considering the effect of torch-bearing footmen (in
silk stockings) lining the Manford staircase—which
was of marble, thank goodness!—and of Dexter
Manford and Jim receiving the Prince of the Church
on the doorstep, and walking upstairs backward
carrying silver candelabra; though Pauline wasn't
sure she could persuade them to go as far as that.


Pauline felt no more inconsistency in this double train of thought than she did in shuddering at the
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