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NUMBER SEVENTEEN.






American Steamers in China—Up the Canton River—My Fellow Passengers—The Bogue Forts—Pagodas—Commodore Foote and the Barrier Forts—Fleet of Boats—Charmine—Temple of Honam—Transmigration of Souls—Street Scenes in Canton—Cat and Dog Meat Shops—Pawnbrokers—Curiosity Shops—Soothing Syrup—Temple of 500 Genii—Temple of Confucius—Temple of Longevity—Flower Pagoda—Execution Ground—Examination Hall.

Canton, China, January 1871.

Although Americans are far behind the British in commercial importance on the Chinese coast, in the matter of river steamers, we have the monopoly, The swift, side-wheel, American built steamboats have driven the slower, black, English boats out of the market. The navigation of the great Yangtse river for 600 miles from Shanghai
to Haa-kow is in the hands of Americans. The five large steamers that ply on the Yangtse, some of them 1,500tons burden, look precisely like those on the Sound or Hudson river. This great artery of the Chinese Empire, the Yangtse, is sometimes by our English cousins in derision, called the “Yankee,” from the many American steamers on its waters.

From Hong Kong to Canton there is another line of American-built boats which control the immense passenger traffic between these two places. The distance is over one hundred mites, and boats leave daily at an early hour in the morning, reaching their destination in about seven hours. I stepped on board the “Fire King,” was introduced to the Captain, an American, Albert, an ex-rebel officer from Georgia, but now tolerably well reconstructed, and could almost imagine I was in America and about to take a trip up the Hudson. One
peculiarity of all these river boats is that the first-class cabins are forward, which makes them much pleasanter in a warm cli-
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