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performed against other citizens of the state, became holy when performed for the state.

War was the highest manifestation of the state, the supreme act which gave it glory, the opportunity for the subject to prove his devotion. War was good in itself. It was, first of all, natural. All biological life was a struggle. The weak went down, the strong survived; by this process the species evolved and improved. So, the weaker races go down before the stronger, for the improvement of the human breed[1]. Of course, your own race was the strongest, the most worthy of survival. Races grew soft in peace, strong in war. The talk about doing away with warfare was “immoral, unnatural, degrading.”

Such, briefly, were the ideas upon which Germany was being fed. We all know that, I suppose. Most of us have heard of Bernhardi and his book “Germany and the Next War”—the extreme expression of this view. What we do not perhaps appreciate is that such opinions were not peculiar to Germany. In the Great War, in the settlement after the Great War, Europe was divided not only by a horizontal



	↑ I shall treat later on of other articles of this faith but this one might as well be nailed here and now. Admitting what is popularly called the Darwinian theory of the origin of species through survival of the fittest, evolutionists still doubt whether man did not free himself from the law of evolution at the moment when he fashioned the first tool, built the first fire. From that time, he became not the creature of his environment, but its master. But even if the man-species still lives, grows and improves by the law of evolution, the struggle for existence is, in the natural, animal state, between individual and individual, not between tribe and tribe, horde and horde. This is like many other militarist arguments; it is neither true nor scientific; it only seems so.
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