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of thirty-five scholars. Of the Cheyennes confederated with the
Arapahoes, the reports are less favorable as to progress made in
industry, or disposition to improve their condition. Until 1867
both these tribes, in common with the Kiowas and Comanches,
were engaged in hostilities against the white settlers in Western
Kansas; but since the treaty made with them in that year they
have, with the exception of one small band of the Cheyennes,
remained friendly, and have committed no depredations.

Wichitas, etc.—The Wichitas and other affiliated bands of
Keechies, Wacoes, Towoccaroes, Caddoes, Ionies, and Delawares,
number 1250, divided approximately as follows: Wichitas, 299;
Keechies, 126; Wacoes, 140; Towoecaroes, 127; Caddoes, 392;
Ionies, 85; Delawares, 81. These Indians, fragments of once
important tribes originally belonging in Louisiana, Texas, Kansas,
and the Indian Territory, were all, excepting the Wichitas and
Delawares, removed by the Government from Texas, in 1859, to
the “leased district,” then belonging to the Choctaws and Chickasaws,
where they have since resided, at a point on the Washita
River near old Fort Cobb. They have no treaty relations with
the Government, nor have they any defined reservation. They
have always, or at least for many years, been friendly to the
whites, although in close and constant contact with the Kiowas
and Comanches. A few of them, chiefly Caddoes and Delawares,
are engaged in agriculture, and are disposed to be industrious.
Of the other Indians at this agency some cultivate small patches
in corn and vegetables, the work being done mainly by women;
but the most are content to live upon the Government. The
Caddoes rank among the best Indians of the continent, and set an
example to the other bands affiliated with them worthy of being
more generally followed than it is. In physique, and in the
virtues of chastity, temperance, and industry, they are the equals of
many white communities.

A permanent reservation should be set aside for the Indians of
this agency; and, with proper assistance, they would doubtless in
a few years become entirely self-sustaining. But one school is in
operation, with an attendance of eighteen scholars. These
Indians have no annuities; but an annual appropriation of $50,000
has for several years been made for their benefit. This money is
expended for goods and agricultural implements, and for assistance
and instruction in farming, etc.
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