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MOONLIGHT.
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There are no stars: thou lovely moon, 

    Thou art alone amid the sky; 

Methinks thou must be sad to hold 

    Such solitary watch on high! 

'Tis but a tale of the old time—

    When all of feeling or of thought, 

And all the mysteries of the heart, 

    Around them some fine fiction wrought— 

Which said that thou didst turn to earth 

    Thy radiant eyes, to watch and weep 

Over the rest thou could'st not break— 

    Endymion's passion-haunted sleep. 

Beneath this moonlight fable's guise, 

    They pictured the immortal mind, 

Which seeks upon this weary earth 

    The love that it may never find. 

For, though upon an eagle's wing 

    The spirit for a while may roam, 

The pinions need some gentler tie, 

    The heavenward wanderer asks a home;
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